
RAINBOW LAKE ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

AUGUST 11, 2018 

Fifty two people representing 33 camps attended this meeting. 

Sue Fallone started the meeting with a moment of silence recognizing Bud 

Staebell’s passing. 

Introductions were made by members. 

Anne Joyce made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 14, 2018 meeting, 

which was seconded by Todd Kahn. Minutes were approved. 

Peter Geertz gave the treasurer’s report. As of July 31, 2018 there are 151 paid 

members, $7,631.80 in the general fund, and $60,758.41 in the reserve fund. Jim 

Northrop made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, Anne Joyce seconded 

and report approved. 

Cissy Isaac presented the slate of officers.  

President – Cathy Unruh  Vice-President – Lou Rubin 

Treasurer – Peter Geertz  Secretary – Ilene Geertz 

The membership voted to accept the slate of officers. 

Then Cissy and Cathy Unruh passed out ballots for the 2 open Board of Director 

positions.  Three members were running for these positions. They are Dick 

Fitchett, Alyse Holstein, and Nora Teter.  They collected and tallied the ballets.  

There are 2 spots left for the Buck Pond Boat Launch.  They are 8/24 from 3-6 and 

8/31 from 12 -3.  Thanks to Bill Staebell for purchasing and setting up the tent at 

the boat launch. 

The volunteers for the invasive species survey did not find any aquatic invasive 

species. 

Sue informed the membership that there will be a seminar at Harrietstown Town 

Hall on August 23rd from 6-8 on “Protecting the Lakes – Septic System Workshop”. 



John McKeon reported that the jelly like substance attached to blow down is an 

algae like organism called bryozoa.   The organism is encased in gel.  It is not 

harmful and a sign of a healthy lake.  

Roger Gorham updated us on the progress of the Kushaqua dam improvement 

project.  The estimated cost is $186,000 which comes in below the original 

projection.  The NYS Comptroller’s office requested further information that will 

be sent out next week.  Hopefully the Rainbow Lake Water Protection District 

Board of Commissioners will receive approval of funding in a timely manner. 

The RLA membership picnic is this afternoon at 1pm.  Thank you Bob and Marta 

Tebbutt for letting the RLA have the picnic at your camp. 

Sue informed the membership that Alyse Holstein and Dick Fitchett will be the 

new Directors on the Board. 

Peter Geertz read an excerpt from the report from Steven LaMere who did the 

professional plant survey. No aquatic invasive plant species were documented 

during the inspection. (The full report is on the RLA website.) He also thanked 

those who volunteered their time and boats to help him complete the survey. 

Sue Fallone gave a brief overview of the issues facing lakes and ponds in the 

Adirondack Park concerning aquatic invasive species along with the Board of 

Directors decisions made at the last Board of Directors Meeting on August 4, 2018 

as follows. 

The RLA will do yearly water quality testing and professional invasive plant survey.  

We will also increase Lake Stewards via AWI/Paul Smith students to 6 days a week 

and the RLA will continue to volunteer on Fridays in July and August. The $50 

membership dues will all go into the general fund to cover the above costs 

instead of $30 going into the reserve fund.  We will also be looking for grants to 

help cover these costs.  All contributions will go into the reserve fund.  

Sue encouraged RLA members to contribute to the reserve fund so we can stop 

an infestation of an invasive species early.  

Rainbow Lake has multiple boat launches along with rental properties.  Please let 

the Board know of any boat launches you are familiar with, as we would like to 

put up signage at all launches. We would like to encourage RLA members who 



rent their properties make their renters aware of the danger of invasive species 

and how to clean boats properly before entering the lake.  Sue has extra welcome 

kits available for renters and new property owners which includes this 

information. 

Anne Joyce provided an overview of the salt water study on Mirror Lake.  

Rainbow Lake has been tested for salt for the past 5 years and does not have a 

salt problem mainly due to only state roads use excessive salt on roads in the 

winter and our lake is surrounded by county roads.  She also commented that our 

being proactive with annual professional surveys and individual vigilance is the 

best and most effective way to keep our beautiful waters clear of Aquatic Invasive 

Species. There were many comments from the attendees expressing a general 

consensus in support of being proactive and vigilant in regard to the health of the 

lake. 

John McKeon brought up the need for coliform tests at least every 3-5 years.  The 

last one was done 10 years ago. Jim Northrop made a motion to do bacterial 

testing as soon as possible.  Anne Joyce seconded and all approved. 

President Sue Fallone thanked the Board and RLA members for their support 

throughout her 2 year term as our President.  Thank you Sue for doing a great 

job! 

Joe Deignan made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ralph Bennett. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ilene Geertz 

RLA Secretary 


